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B iE
100 Club - Revd. Michèle drew the 100 Club
in Church on New Years Day and to my
surprise the winner was Sheila my wife. I think
that is our second win in about 10 years and
Sheila complained that I didn’t present her with
an envelope containing the £10 note which
quickly disappeared into her purse. We still
have a few draws to go until Summer when the
£50 winning ticket is drawn. Please let me or a
member of the congregation know if you would
like to join. Norman

You may remember that this time last year
the electrics at St. Catherine’s were wrecked
by storm Eustice. Whether there is any
connection or not, the electrical supply to part
of East Tilbury Village, including the church,
was upgraded at the beginning of January. We
now have a brand new supply pole outside the
churchyard and a completely new overhead
supply.
On the same day that the electrics were being
renewed St. Catherine’s church was visited by
a fair sized crew of “movie” people to see if it
would be an appropriate location for a
television comedy series about Dick Turpin for
Apple TV. The lack of heat and light did nothing
to deter the visitors and we wait to see what
transpires.
While putting this edition of Pewtalk
together I have received an email from the
interim CEO of Traidcraft announcing that
Traidcraft PLC is going into administration.
The announcement explains that “the
business has been in a weak financial

position for some years and the Covid-19
pandemic presented a significant new set of
challenges. Just as we were emerging from
the pandemic, like many other retailers, we
faced the combined effects of the war in
Ukraine, rising energy prices, and increased
transport costs.
Sadly, despite the heroic efforts of our team at
Gateshead, low consumer confidence during
the critical autumn trading period led to a
sales result significantly short of what was
required to sustain the operation. December
sales were also negatively impacted by the
uncertainty created by Royal Mail strikes.
After much deliberation and following advice
from external advisors, we have come to the
conclusion that the only honourable course of
action is to appoint administrators. Our hope
is that by doing this in a timely manner, we
can minimise the impact on our suppliers and
creditors.”
Clearly, if the company cannot be rescued in
some form, it will have a real negative effect
on so many deprived communities overseas.
Many of us that have been regular attendees
at the Wednesday morning community drop-in
for some years will remember Jessie
Callender who, until her memory loss became
too severe, often joined us for coffee and
chat. Her daughter Sue has let us know that
Jessie died while in hospital. She was a
regular member of the Linford Methodist
Church and her funeral is set for the 30th

January at the church.

A prayer for all those affected by corona virus
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. Sustain and support the anxious, be
with those who care for the sick, and lift up all who are brought low; that we may find comfort
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.



Reflections from The Rectory
“Let nothing be said about anyone unless it passes through the three sieves:
Is it true? Is it kind? Is it necessary?”
These wise words belong not to me but to a woman called Amy Carmichael.
Amy was born on the 16th December 1867 in County Down Ireland. In her
late teens she moved to Belfast, where she began a Sunday morning class
for girls who worked in the mills. She went on to similar work in Manchester,
England, before feeling called to work in other parts of the world. She worked first in Japan and
then in India, settling down in Dohnavur in Tamil Nadur in 1900. There she founded a fellowship
dedicated to giving a loving home to destitute children. Out of respect for the local culture, she
always wore Indian dress. She wrote many books about her work and on spiritual themes and a
quick search on the internet will bring to light many of her wonderful quotes and facts about her
life and work. Amy remained in India for the rest of her life and died on the 18th January in 1951.
On almost every day of the Churches year we remember the life of somebody of significance.
Some of these men and women will have been made a Saint, others died the death of a Martyr
and others just ordinary Christians who lived extraordinary lives promoting the work of the Gospel
in word and more often in action.
Recalling the lives of these heroes of the faith is something I find extremely helpful and a constant
source of inspiration and encouragement to my own life of discipleship. And, taking for example
the quote I referenced at the start of this article, how different would our world be if people simply
thought about what they were going to say before they said it and what the impact might be if
words are spoken unfiltered.
Sometimes we just need time and space to reflect on such things and in the church we are
heading to a season that allows this. The 2nd February, known as Candlemas, brings to an end
the joyful celebrations of Christmas and Epiphany and points us towards Lent and Easter.
This year ‘Ash Wednesday’, falls on the 22nd February, and marks the start of Lent. Lent is the
period of 40 days which comes before Easter in the Christian calendar. Beginning on Ash
Wednesday, Lent is a season of reflection and preparation before the celebrations of Easter. By
observing the 40 days of Lent, Christians replicate Jesus Christ's sacrifice and withdrawal into
the desert for 40 days. Lent is marked by fasting, both from food and festivities.
Easter celebrates the resurrection of Jesus after his death on the cross, Lent recalls the events
leading up to and including Jesus' crucifixion. The Christian churches that observe Lent in the
21st century use it as a time for prayer and penance. Only a small number of people today will
fast for the whole of Lent, although some maintain the practice on Ash Wednesday and Good
Friday. It is more common these days for believers to surrender a particular vice such as favourite
foods or treats. Whatever the sacrifice we choose to make it is a reflection of Jesus' deprivation
in the wilderness and a test of self-discipline.
Why 40 days? 40 is a significant number in Jewish-Christian scripture:
In Genesis, the flood which destroyed the earth was brought about by 40 days and nights of rain.



The Hebrews spent 40 years in the wilderness before reaching the land promised to them by
God.
Moses fasted for 40 days before receiving the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai.
Jesus spent 40 days fasting in the wilderness in preparation for his ministry.
Most Christians regard Jesus' time in the wilderness as the key event for the duration of Lent.
Why is it called Lent? Lent is an old English word meaning 'lengthen'. Lent is observed in spring,
when the days begin to get longer.
Why the colour purple? Purple is the symbolic colour used in some churches throughout Lent,
for drapes and altar frontals. Purple is used for two reasons: firstly because it is associated with
mourning and so anticipates the pain and suffering of the crucifixion, and secondly because
purple is the colour associated with royalty, and celebrates Christ's resurrection and sovereignty.
East and West - Both the eastern and western churches observe Lent but they count the 40
days differently. The western church excludes Sundays (which is celebrated as the day of Christ's
resurrection) whereas the Eastern Church includes them. The churches also start Lent on different
days. Western churches start Lent on the 7th Wednesday before Easter Day (called Ash
Wednesday).
Eastern churches start Lent on the Monday of the 7th week before Easter and end it on the Friday
9 days before Easter. Eastern churches call this period the 'Great Lent'. The last week of Lent is
called Holy Week.
Finding time to think and reflect is important for everyone. I hope that the season of Lent gives
you the space to do this. Keep any eye on the Church website and weekly newsletters for
special services and events that will be taking place throughout February and on into March.

And should you ever be tempted to utter an unkind word remember:

“Let nothing be said about anyone unless it passes through the three sieves: Is it true? Is it kind?
Is it necessary?”

Every Blessing, Revd Michèle.

Bishop of Chelmsford's Lenten Walking Pilgrimage 2023
Bishop Guli will be undertaking a walking pilgrimage across the Diocese during Lent. She will
be commissioned following the Ash Wednesday Eucharist at Chelmsford Cathedral on 22
February and will then be walking in the three Episcopal Areas on the following dates:
 Bradwell - 23 February, 28 February, 3 March
 Colchester - 6 March, 8 March, 13 March
 Barking - 15 March, 20 March, 22 March, 28 March
The pilgrimage will finish at the Maundy Thursday Eucharist at Chelmsford Cathedral on
Thursday 6 April.



Our picture of St. Catherine
Have you looked at and wondered why or how we have this
picture in St. Catherine’s, let me tell you……
On the 24th September 2019 some of the church made a
visit to the National Gallery. It had been planned by our late
church warden Sue Spiers and the then Rector Canon Paul
Robinson to see the painting of St. Catherine by the artist
Artenisia Gentileschi. They had also arranged a talk about
the painting by a Gallery expert.
Following a challenging train journey, with delays due to
extreme rain and flooding we eventually arrived and met in
the main foyer. We were escorted to the painting and afterwards given time
to wander and make our way home at our convenience.
The final surprise was the gift of a copy of the painting from Canon Paul Robinson as his
parting gift to the parish which now proudly hangs in St. Catherine’s.

How the National Gallery describes the painting.
Artemisia Gentileschi, the most celebrated female artist of the 17th century, appears in the
guise of Saint Catherine of Alexandria, the Christian saint who died for her faith in the early
4th century. She leans on a broken wheel studded with iron spikes, on which she was bound
and tortured, and which became her standard attribute in art. Her right hand, she delicately
holds a martyr’s palm between thumb and forefinger.
Only part of the wheel is visible and a strong light from the right illuminates it’s claw-like
spikes. By contrast, the inside of the wheel and the folds of Artemisia’s dress are in deep
shadow, the darkness to her right offsetting the light tones of her skin and turban. The
painting’s naturalism and dramatic lighting are reminiscent of Caravaggio, who had
associated with Artemisia’s father Orazio and whose work had an enduring influence on her.
Artemisia seems to have used her own image frequently in works she produced in Florence,
the city she moved to following the infamous trial of the artist Agostino Tassi, who raped
Artemisia when she was just 17 years of age. New to the city and keen to demonstrate her
talent, she may have painted these self-portraits in a conscious act of self-promotion. Many
of Artemisia’s paintings, in particular those depicting a strong female heroine, have often
been read in biographical terms. Here, the choice of representing herself as a saint who
underwent both psychological trials and physical torture seems poignant.
I hope you will take a few moments to enjoy the copy of the painting while in church and
reflect on the artists’ interpretation.
With blessings,

Kathy



Gerry Heath - R.I.P.

Sadly Gerry who regular attended St. Catherine’s and generously supported the parish
and all parish events died in December. She will be sadly missed by all in the congregation
and East Tilbury Village.
Gerry was a proud northerner from Hartlepool. She sometimes spoke about how the town
residents were called  “monkey hangers” due to an apocryphal tale that during the
Napoleonic wars a monkey was washed up on the shore. Having decided that, as they
had never seen a monkey or a Frenchman they hung the monkey. Gerry was gentle and
had a very pleasant accent. Like many, including my parents, she came down to work in
the south at the Bata Shoe Company. I’m told Gerry came down to Essex in the mid 50s
and initially lived in the hostel. Always bright and cheerful Gerry quickly made friends and
she went back to Hartlepool for her marriage to Ernie. Ernie who died in 2008 attended
the village school and was a  member of a well known East Tilbury village family. Their
marriage was blessed with two sons Dennis and Geoffrey. A keen bowler at a  Bowls Club
in Tilbury. Gerry was gregarious, always good company and was one time chair of the East
Tilbury Senior Citizens Club. She belonged to the Knit and Natter club at Linford Methodist
Church and enjoyed the bingo. She was a member of the Mothers’ Union and Womens’
Institute and was always to be seen at Village events.  I’m also told that on occasions she
was known to serve behind the bar at The Ship. Until her health deteriorated she was a
regular member of the St. Catherine’s  congregation and attended the parish events. She
was also a member of the church’s “wedding” choir.
Gerry’s funeral service took place on Thursday January 19th at12 Noon in the Riverview
Chapel at Basildon/Pitsea Crematorium.

Norman King

Carbon emissions reduce as Church of England makes progress towards 2030
target

The Church of England saw a gradual but steady reduction in carbon in 2021, according
to the latest data from its national Energy Footprint Tool (EFT).
Meanwhile, more than 400 churches across England are now reporting ‘net zero’ carbon
emissions, an increase of 157 on the previous year, as part of the most comprehensive
data collection to date.
The EFT was launched in 2019 to measure and record carbon emissions across the
Church of England and is reporting data for the third time. For 2021, the data is now
consolidated across all settings, including Church of England schools.
It estimates that overall carbon emissions were down by 5,000 tonnes CO2e in 2021 to
410,000 tonnes overall, compared with 415,000 in 2020, despite buildings being open



Jack Williams Hayford
(June 25, 1934 – January 8, 2023)

I am not a great one for knowing who wrote any particular hymn although I do recognise
some names when I see them in our hymn book. It was only when I read in a recent email
that Jack Hayford, the writer of “Majesty” had died that I decided to discover a bit more
about him. The following is taken from Wikipedia.

“Jack Hayford who died on 8th January was an American
author, Pentecostal minister, and Chancellor Emeritus of The
King's University (formerly The King's College and Seminary).
He was formerly a senior pastor of The Church On The
Way in Van Nuys, California, one of a handful of flagship
churches in the Foursquare denomination, and was the fourth
President of the International Church of the Foursquare Gospel.
He was widely known for his involvement in the Promise
Keepers movement and for being a prolific author and
songwriter, with over 600 hymns and choruses in his catalogue.

He is the author of the popular 1978 hymn "Majesty", which is rated as one of the top 100
contemporary hymns and performed and sung in churches worldwide.”
When I looked a bit further into his writing I found several other hymns that I recognised
as being very well known by me. I am sure that if I had spent more time I would have found
many others that I knew, in his catalogue. But, as tasters, the following three can be found
on Youtube:- “Majesty”, “Mourning into dancing” and “All heaven declares”.

for more of the year than in 2020. The data also included travel-related emissions for
the first time.
The 2021 report includes data from church schools, clergy housing, cathedrals, offices,
theological education institutions, and work-related travel, in addition to the actual church
buildings which were also recorded in 2020.
It also notes that Covid-19 mitigations, including lockdowns in 2020 and 2021, were likely
to have had an impact on the figures, with churches closed for public worship and
gatherings for some parts of both years.
The Bishop of Selby, John Thomson, who is the Church of England’s lead bishop for
Net Zero Carbon, said: “There are some positive indicators that the Church of England
is making progress towards our target, and every effort, small or great, is important and
welcome.



Ukraine – one year on - by the Ven John Barton
On 24th February 2022, Russia invaded Ukraine without warning. Ukraine had been part of the
Soviet Union 1922-1991 and even before that had been overshadowed and often overpowered
by its larger neighbour. In 1932 millions of Ukrainians were deliberately starved to death in a
famine, contrived by Joseph Stalin. This genocide, or Holodomor, is commemorated every year
on the fourth Saturday in November.
The area had been overrun for centuries by successive external forces, until absorbed by Russia.
In 1991, when the USSR was dissolved, Ukraine voted for independence, by a huge majority. There
are still pro-Russian minorities in the East of the country, as there were in Crimea before 2014,
when it was annexed by Russia.
In the last 12 months, one-quarter of the civilian population of Ukraine has been displaced, with
5+ million refugees escaping for temporary sanctuary in other countries. 95% of them are women
and children. They have had to learn new languages (and a new script), find jobs and schools,
and become accustomed to foreign cultures. When it seems safe, they want to return home and
some have already done so.
The UK government, in partnership with County and District Councils, launched the Homes for
Ukraine scheme last year. Would-be homes were inspected, and prospective hosts checked out
for suitability and safety. A young Ukrainian woman lived in my home for six months before returning
to Kyiv. In that time my pantry and fridge made room for bulgar wheat, lots of mushrooms and
Salo, which is the name for slabs of cold cured pork fat, and much tastier than it sounds!
Most Ukrainians count themselves as Christian, including a number of Greek-Catholics, but the
majority belong to what was the Russian Orthodox Church, and is now the independent Ukrainian
Orthodox Church. The two churches separated after the Moscow patriarchate backed President
Putin.
The Archbishop of Canterbury visited Kyiv in December and had to take cover in a bomb shelter
when air raid warnings were sounded. He said the people of the West needed to realise the costs
of this war were not short term, adding “there must be no way in which we force peace on Ukraine
… Peace is always better than war. But there are times when justice demands the defeat of an
evil invasion.”
One year on there is still an urgent need for British people to open their homes to Ukrainian
refugees.

Fairtrade Fortnight 2023
This year Fairtrade Fortnight runs 27th February to 12th March. It comes with a sombre reminder:
climate change means that soon some of our favourite foods, such as bananas, cocoa and coffee
could be harder to grow. And if that is combined with deeply unfair trade, then communities growing
these crops will be pushed to the brink. This makes Fairtrade all the more vital – for all of us. You
can help three ways during this Fortnight.First, why not join an online Big Fairtrade Get Together?
Hear Fairtrade farmers and other experts explain what needs to change, for a sustainable future.
Secondly, let your friends know of any Fairtrade event in your area, from a coffee morning to a
quiz night. Thirdly, buy Fairtrade whenever you can, from flowers to coffee, clothes to teas, plus
lots else.





PARISH DIARY FOR  FEBRUARY
All services and events  may be changed in the light

of any COVID developments.
Please see our weekly newsletter for the latest

Information.  It can be found on our
Website: www.stcatherinesthurrock.org.uk

         1 Feb   Mid-week Communion at St. Francis      10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                10.30am-noon
         2 Feb Foodbank at St. Francis        11.00am-1.00pm
         4 Feb Church cleaning at St. Catherine’s     10.00am-noon

         5 Feb    3rd Sunday before Lent
‘Worshipping Together’ at St. Catherine’s 10.00am
Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s    3.30pm

        6 Feb   Bible study and Fellowship Group     10-30am-noon
        8 Feb   Mid-week Communion at St. Francis      10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                10.30am-noon
        9 Feb Foodbank at St. Francis        11.00am-1.00pm

      12 Feb    2nd Sunday before Lent
Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s               10.00am

      15 Feb    Mid-week Holy Communion at St. Francis     10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                10.30am-noon
      16 Feb  Foodbank at St. Francis        11.00am-1.00pm

      19 Feb    Sunday next before Lent
‘Worshipping Together’ at St. Catherine’s    10.00am

   Baptism at St. Catherine’s      12noon
            Café style Holy Communion at St. Francis     3.30pm
      20 Feb   Bible study and Fellowship Group     10-30am-noon
      22 Feb    Ash Wednesday

Mid-week Communion with imposition of ashes at St. Francis  10.00am
                      Then the community support ‘drop-in’   10.30am-noon
      23 Feb  Foodbank at St. Francis        11.00am-1.00pm
      25 Feb  Renewal of vows at St. Catherine’s        3.30pm

      26 Feb   1st Sunday of Lent
Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s    10.00am

www.stcatherinesthurrock.org.uk


Life Events during January

Baptisms
None

Weddings
  None

Committal of ashes
  None
Funerals
  19 January  Gerry Heath at Pitsea Crematorium

25 January  Jimmy Burns
Burials

None

Coincidences
 Being nosey by nature, if I read something I will read all of it. On Epiphany
Sunday the day the Three Wise Men / Magi  visited the baby Jesus I read
the church newsletter and connected three items with our Parish. On
Tuesday January 10th we remembered William Laud Archbishop of
Canterbury who died in 1645.
William Laud was Rector of West Tilbury in 1609 and as Archbishop of
Canterbury officiated at the Coronation of Charles 1 in 1625. Laud was
powerful in affairs of state and tried to impose uniformity of worship. When
his prayer book and liturgy was introduced in July 1637 there was unrest resulting in the
Bishops’ Wars of 1639-1640. King Charles summoned the Long Parliament in November
1640. Rather than criticise the king his advisers were blamed for the war and Laud was
beheaded on January 10th 1645.
On January 13th we remembered Bishop Hilary of Poitiers whose Feast Day begins the Hilary
Term at the law Courts and the Universities of Oxford and Dublin.
There are we believe three churches in England dedicated to St. Hilary of Poitiers and Canon
Paul Robinson who was our previous Rector was previously the  priest at St. Hilary’s Wallasey
in Cheshire.
The name of Poitier in France also rings a bell because  one of Sheila’s Grandad’s birds won
a race from Poitier although Sheila’s Grandad called it “Poytears”. Norman



Chris Ford
44, Northumberland Road

Linford, SS17 0PU
T:   01375 675863
E:   pewtalk@talktalk.net

The Priest in charge
REVD. MICHÈLE MARSHALL
The Rectory
24, Somerset Road, Linford
Stanford-le-Hope
Essex, SS17 0QA.
Telephone: 01375 671754 email: mjmarshall@fastmail.co.uk

PEWTALK Editor

The Services
 1st & 3rd Sunday’s, 10am at St. Catherine’s ‘Worshipping Together’.
 1st Sunday’s, 3.30pm at St. Catherine’s ‘Holy Communion’.
 3rd Sunday’s, 3.30pm at St. Francis informal Service of Holy

Communion (Café style).
  2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays 10am at St. Catherine’s Holy Communion.

Wednesday 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion at St. Francis
For Baptisms, Weddings or Funerals please contact Revd. Michèle Marshall

St. Francis Centre
The centre is available for hire at
very reasonable rates. To discuss
availability please contact:
Revd: Michèle Marshall or

Patricia Strong at:

patricia.a.strong@outlook.com

The Churchwardens
COLIN STRONG T: 07591 708955
E:- warden.colin.stcatherines@gmail.com
KATHY BIRD T: 07920 794716
E:- warden.kathleenbird@yahoo.com
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